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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

/Cant's Begrundung der Religion : Ein kritischer Versuch. Von Wilhelm 

Mengel. Leipzig, Wilhelm Engelmann, 1900. — pp. xii, 82. 

"Die Religionsphilosophie Kants hat . . . ihre eigentliche Wurzel 
in seinem gesammten philosophischen System ; eine Priifung der Postulate 
in dieser Hinsicht ist, so viel ich sehe, noch nicht eigens angestellt worden. ' ' 
These words express the scope and purpose of this workmanlike, though 
brief essay. To give an outline of it would involve the repetition of points, 
most of which are familiar to students of Kant. The author's chief orig- 
inal contribution to the subject, consists in having organized a mass of sep- 
arate criticisms so as to show their bearing upon the single question of the 
rational basis of religion offered in Kant's system. This has been done 
with both breadth and acuteness of insight. 

The gist of the conclusions reached is as follows : first, Kant's phenom- 
enalism, besides assuming knowledge which it declares impossible, logically 
excludes the ethical realities assumed in the Kr, d. p. V., and therefore 
leaves both morality and religion in the position of mere Bewusstseinsvor- 
g'ange ; second, that the Kantian view of the autonomy of the will makes it 
impossible to relate religion to ethical principles in any fundamental way. 
Over against this destructive criticism, the author places his conviction 
that Kant's philosophy of religion, instead of being, as it appears to be, a 
mere annex of his practical philosophy, is, in fact, the center of his whole 
system. "The roots of his religion of reason lie not merely in the moral 
consciousness, but rather in the need of a satisfying and self-consistent 
world-view." In harmony with this, the inconsistent treatment of moral 
ends, whereby at one time morality appears to be entirely self-sufficient, and 
at another dependent upon religious assumptions, is explained by Dr. 
Mengel as due to Kant' s silent and undeveloped presupposition of the real 
unity of human nature. Accordingly, the escape from the Kantian contra- 
dictions and deficiencies lies in a thoroughgoing development of the realis- 
tic implications of his system, or, in other words, what the author calls "a 
critical-realistic theory of knowledge." 

George A. Coe. 

Northwestern University. 

The Soul of Man. An Investigation of the Facts of Physiological and Ex- 
perimental Psychology. By Paul Carus. Second edition. Chicago, 
The Open Court Publishing Co. , 1900. — pp. xviii, 482. 
With the exception of a few additions and corrections, the present edition 
of this work reproduces the first edition, published in 189 1. The aim of 
the author is the ambitious one of presenting in a single view the results of 
psychology, physiology, and anatomy, so far as these have any bearing 
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upon the ethical and religious problems connected with the human soul. 
Furthermore, frankly assuming that the psychological problem ■ ' must 
contain at least in nuce a philosophy," the book makes no effort to separate 
what are ordinarily called scientific matters from what is commonly rele- 
gated to the philosopher. Hence, theory of knowledge, metaphysics, eth- 
ics, religion, anatomy, physiology, biology, and psychology — all pass and 
repass through the pages with little differentiation. 

The book should, perhaps, be judged by its probable effect upon the pop- 
ular audience for which it was evidently intended. If so, one cannot help 
wondering whether the chosen field is not too broad, and whether the pro- 
gress of the writer's mind toward his conclusions is not too rapid and sum- 
mary. The technical reader, at least, is sure to be annoyed by the discon- 
tinuity of the discussion, and by the almost unrelieved dogmatism of method. 
The particular standpoint of the volume is psycho-physical parallelism car- 
ried out to the extent of making the entire universe psychical as well as phys. 
ical. Its general philosophic standpoint may be gathered from the following 
passage : ' ' The main error of metaphysicism is the vicious habit of meta- 
physical philosophers to start with postulates. They take a very broad ab- 
stract idea, such as the ' absolute, ' or • being, ' or • deity, ' or ' God, ' or • the 
Infinite, ' and consider it an actual reality. Upon this abstract idea they 
build with more or less ability and boldness a complete system of other ab- 
stract ideas, and when it is finished they call it a philosophy. As a matter 
of course, every philosopher builds a philosophy of his own. Why should 
he not ? The building-material of castles-of-air is inexpensive — extremely 
inexpensive ! ... It is the rock of positive facts on which the proud gal- 
leys of metaphysicism strike before they sink into the realm of the unfath- 
omable. The ship that there founders is irredeemably wrecked." 

George A. Coe. 
Northwestern University. 

An Essay on Personality as a Philosophical Principle. By Wilfrid Rich- 
mond. London, Edward Arnold, 1900. — pp. xix, 219. 
The primary object of this book is to combat individualism, and to main- 
tain the doctrine that the true life of man consists in social usefulness. 
' ' My enterprise, ' ' the author says, " is a kind of philosophical socialism. 
I wish to claim as the due of the social fellowship capacities which are 
usually treated as prerogatives of the individual ' ' (Preface). He lays stress 
on the facts that morality is preeminently a social affair, that duty is a social 
relation, and that many of our strongest desires are of social origin. *• This 
view of duty and the moral life of men as a social fact," he remarks, " has 
predominated of late. The moral life is viewed, not so much as an indi- 
vidual doing his duty, obeying his individual conscience, satisfying his 
social instincts and the like ; the moral life is viewed rather as the social 
life " (p. 59). From these principles it necessarily follows that any attempt 
on the part of the individual to make his own welfare or advancement his 



